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USAID/OFDA Donations for Flood 
Victims 

Panama City, Panama December 21, 2010:  

Humanitarian assistance from OFDA arrived on 

December 19, including 3,000 blankets, 3,000 

collapsible water containers, 3,072 hygiene kits 

and 100 rolls of reinforced plastic sheeting. 

Supplies were delivered to the Panamanian 

First Lady’s Office on December 21. 

USAID/OFDA also procured locally kitchen kits 

and water purification tablets that were present-

ed to the Panamanian First Lady’s Office on 

December 24. Some previously flooded 

sections of the Pan-American Highway are now 

passable, but logistics and delivering assistance 

continues to be a challenge. 

 

Forest Certification Training Explores 
Market and Sales Opportunities 
 
Panama City, Panama, December 6, 2010: 

Members of indigenous communities, go-

vernment officials, and wood processing 

companies participated in workshop led by 

USAID partner, Rainforest Alliance. Forest 

management issues and its role in ensuring 

proper operations were explored. Guatemala 

and California buyers discussed the global 

demand for certified products, as well as 

their interest in formalizing commercial 

partnerships with Panamanian producers. 

 

Given current market constraints, growers 

and buyers considered using forest certifica-

tion as a means of generating new sales 

opportunities. This resulted in discussions on 

formalizing alliances around specific products 

such as flooring, plywood, and timber.  

 
  

http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/countries/panama/template/index.html


Panama Canal Watershed Activity Highlights its Impact in Closing Ceremony 

Panama City, Panama. December 3, 2010:-:  With the participation of more than 200 

beneficiaries, NGOs, CBOs and Government representatives, the Panama Canal Watershed 

(PCW) Activity concluded this 4-year Activity. Beneficiaries’ testimonies highlighting their own 

personal growth and improved opportunities for their communities provided the best assessment of 

impact.  The Panama Canal Authority and the National Environmental Authority thanked USAID for 

the quality of the assistance.  Additionally, an external technical evaluation concluded that the 

Activity was successful with many lessons learned.  

USAID trained 3,000 individuals, established and strengthened more than 100 micro-enterprises, 

facilitated forming 15 new associations, and created three new watershed management councils. 

Eighty percent of the total Panama Canal Watershed area is covered with participatory and 

decentralized governance structures. Groups and families launched micro-enterprises, and now 

routinely generate more income than through traditional agriculture and livestock-raising while at 

the same time reducing their environmental footprint. 

Extensive participatory training programs, business plan execution, and small business grants 

helped promote and develop eco-friendly small businesses through organizing product fairs and 

business roundtables, as well as facilitating access to markets and information.  Farmers willing to 

adopt more environmentally sustainable production practices for livestock and/or crop culture also 

benefitted.  The PCW Activity’s market-based approach promoted and developed eco-friendly 

economic activities to mitigate threats to biodiversity while improving the quality of life in 

participating communities, families, and individuals.  

Watch video: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91gU1bWzOfA 

 

Traditional Indigenous Authorities  and 
USAID Establish Ground Rules  
 
Darien, Panama, October 20, 2010: The 

Embera-Wounaan traditional authorities and 

USAID signed a memorandum of 

understanding in the Darien community of El 

Salto to ensure involvement and support in 

increasing youth opportunities. As part of 

USAID’s efforts to coordinate with the 

Government of Panama to increase commu-

nity development and security, participation 

included high-level representatives from the 

Ministry of the Presidency and Ministry of 

Education.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91gU1bWzOfA


Farmers Association Promotes 
Sustainable Agriculture Best Practices 
 
Chagres National Park, Panama 

September 27, 2010: With the participation 

of community-based organizations and 

children from a local school, a USAID-

supported farmers’ association organized a 

field trip to highlight organic fertilizer 

production and other sustainable practices at 

their farm. Observing model farming practices 

to improve production and reduce labor, the 

children learned about the benefits of storing 

rain water and using a drip irrigation system 

during the summer. Located within the 

Chagres National Park, the farm boasts 

greenhouse vegetable cultivation and the 

entire perimeter of the farm is planted with 

tree species such as mahogany, cedar, and 

fruit trees. USAID’s Conservation of 

Biodiversity in the Panama Canal Watershed 

Activity supported the association to expand 

these sustainable agriculture practices in 

coordination with the region’s community 

development program.  

 

 

Community Green Nurseries Network 
Participates in ExpoFlora 2010 
 
Panama City, Panama, September 9, 2010: 

The USAID-supported seedling farmers’ 

network set up a booth at Panama’s 3rd 

international plant show, ExpoFlora, exhibiting 

various floral designs and ornamental plants.  

This network of women horticulturists made 

dozens of contacts with entities interested in 

establishing a business relationship with 

them. The group won second prize in one of 

the fair’s categories for their contribution to 

conservation.  

 

  



 

Outreach Campaign against Illegal 
Hunting Launched 
 
Panama Canal Watershed, August 27, 2010: 

With the slogan, "Protect wild animals; say no 

to hunting!" USAID distributed outreach 

materials at government institutions, NGOs, 

and community-based organizations to 

campaign against illegal hunting.  USAID 

partnered with local stakeholders and councils 

working to protect and restore the watersheds, 

waterways and areas around the Panama 

Canal. In partnership with the Panama Canal 

Authority’s environmental education program, 

the distribution of these materials will continue 

in schools. Radio spots raised awareness on 

the importance of biodiversity and the 

prohibition of hunting in protected areas as part 

of USAID’s conservation of biodiversity in the 

Panama Canal Watershed Activity. 

 

 

Water Filters Installed in Indigenous 
Communities 
 
Embera-Wounaan Comarca, Darien, July 

26, 2010: The U.S. Navy Project Handclasp 

provided USAID with 15 HydrAid BioSand 

water filters for installation in USAID target 

communities. Communities in the Emberá-

Wounaan Comarca were selected due to their 

lack of aqueducts or access to treated water.  

According to a U.S. Navy spokesman, "Our 

goal is to continue our lasting friendship with 

Panama that will allow us to work together as 

partners in security and cooperation." The 

specialized filters are easy to use, require no 

chemicals and combat the leading causes of 

death and disease in the developing world by 

reducing parasites, bacteria and viruses found 

in contaminated water. Each filter was installed 

in a community-defined location and at least 

two community members were trained in 

maintenance by USAID.  

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3953122&id=130291170918
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3953122&id=130291170918


Conflict Management and Mediation Efforts 
 
Panama City, Panama, July 9, 2010: Through USAID’s support to the non-governmental 

organization, Alianza Ciudadana Pro Justicia, police from the youth divisions participated in 

training workshops on community level conflict management and resolution. To complement these 

efforts, Alianza coordinated with university law students to distribute conflict management and 

resolution posters and brochures to Panama City schools reaching almost a thousand middle 

school students.  Coordination is underway with a prominent politically active secondary school to 

hold a series of conflict management workshops. 

 

Launching of Opportunities for Youth 

Activity 

 
Panama City, Panama, July 8, 2010: USAID 

celebrated the commencement of activities with 

its new contractor, Creative Associates for the 

Opportunities for Youth Activity. Assistance in 

positive development will be provided to youth in 

vulnerable communities in Panama City, Colon, 

San Miguelito, and the remote Colombian border 

Darien region. To foster positive youth 

opportunities and strengthen the capacity of 

government and non-government institutions to 

respond to youth involvement in crime, violence, 

and gangs, assistance will help coordinate 

activities between the Panamanian government, 

civil society, and the private sector. The launching 

event included a cultural and dance presentation 

by a group working with youth, as well as an ex-

gang member’s testimonial who now dedicates his 

time to getting teenagers off the streets. 

 
 
 
 

$2.3 Million Award to Implement New 
Darien Initiative 
 
Panama City, Panama, June 25, 2010: USAID 

signed a $2.3 million cooperative agreement to 

implement the Darien Initiative through the 

International Organization for Migration. The two-

year Initiative aims to strengthen local 

government and community organizations and 

expand opportunities for youth in the Darien 

region.   

 
 



Bilateral Darien Initiative Funded 
 
Panama City, Panama, June 17, 2010: 

USAID Mission Director and the Minister of 

Economy and Finance expanded funding to 

include $2.8 million for a new Darien Initiative, 

reflecting a broader cooperation in this 

geographic area.  In addition, $1.0 million of 

incremental funding for the existing 

Opportunities for Youth Activity strengthened 

the existing partnership between the USG and 

the Government of Panama.  These additional 

resources will expand economic opportunity 

and enhance security in the Darien Province 

by changing lives through youth development 

and more resilient communities.  The U.S. 

Ambassador and the Panamanian Vice-

President participated in the widely-publicized 

signing of Assistance Agreement amendment.   

 

Launching of Seed Centers 
 
Colon, Panama, June 11, 2010: Panama 

Canal Basin Reforestation activities increased 

the market supply of high quality native forest 

seeds, including rosewood, mahogany, and 

laurel. The USAID-supported, Green Nursery 

Network launched two collection and storage 

centers for native species seeds. USAID 

trained nurserymen in quality control, 

management, and marketing through the 

Conservation of Biodiversity in the Panama 

Canal Watershed Activity. The supply of 

seeds is projected to result in over one million 

seedlings produced annually. 

 

At an agro-forestry farm in the Colon 

province, USAID provided technical 

assistance and training to organize and 

operate a banana seed production center.  

The first of its kind in the region, this high-tech 

nursery will produce quality organic seedlings, 

as well as serve as a training hub, resulting in 

higher farmers’ incomes.  

  



Bamboo Production Boosted 
 
Panama Canal Watershed, Panama, June 2, 

2010: Quality bamboo, used for construction 

and crafts, provides environmentally-sound 

economic alternatives and is effective for 

watershed protection. With USAID technical 

support, select nurseries established the basic 

infrastructure for cultivating a tropical species of 

bamboo (guadua) in the Panama Canal 

Watershed. Thousands of seedlings have been 

sold, benefitting communities in the watershed.  

To encourage increased cultivation, the USAID 

Conservation of Biodiversity in the Panama 

Canal Watershed Activity is launching a 

bamboo production and training center to 

introduce best manufacturing practices and 

innovative technologies.   

 

Alianza Advocates for Justice Reform 
 
Panama & Cocle, Panama, June 2, 2010: With USAID assistance, Panamanian NGO Alianza 

Ciudadana Pro Justicia is widely promoting justice and transparency reforms and fostering public 

awareness, which has led to greater civic engagement and effective advocacy by civil society 

organizations. Activities include workshops, meetings and forums in Panama and Cocle with civil 

society and university law students; a video documentary “Towards a New Penal System” prepared 

and distributed to three TV broadcasting companies; and educational booklets on the penal system 

reform disseminated to university students and a newspaper supplement in newspapers reaching 

more than 50,000 citizens daily at the national level. 

 

Watch video: 

 

Key Milestone for Collaboration Reached  
  
Darien, Panama, May 28, 2010: USAID signed 

an agreement with the Embera-Wounaan 

Congress in the Darien community of El Salto.  

This event is a key milestone for the 

implementation of the Sustainable Community 

Forestry Activity. It will allow the field teams to 

initiate mapping of the riverine communities.  

Based on this map, production forest areas will 

be defined by the communities, and the 

environmental impact study, as well as forest 

inventory, management, and first year harvesting 

plans will be prepared for approval by Panama’s 

National Environmental Authority (ANAM).  



 

First Small Grants Awarded 
 
Panama City, Panama, May 18, 2010: USAID’s 

Opportunities for Youth Activity’s Small Grants 

Awards Ceremony was held at the American 

Corner. Three awards were granted to local 

NGOs for community projects focused on dance, 

music, and education. A youth affiliated with 

Casa Esperanza, a local NGO recipient of one of 

the small grants awarded, closed the ceremony 

with a personal testimonial. He concluded with 

the message, “No todo en el barrio es malo”.  

 
 
 
 

Small Grants Writing and Related Skills 
Improved 
 
Colon, Panama, May 14, 2010: USAID 

conducted a Small Grant Writing Workshop for 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in 

Colon with the support of a strong private sector 

entity as part of the Opportunities for Youth 

Activity. The last in a series of three trainings 

helped strengthen the second-round proposals 

under USAID’s Small Grants Program. Previous 

workshops were held in Panama City and San 

Miguelito with a corporate social responsibility 

(CSR) organization. Over 100 NGOs were 

trained in grant writing, CSR awareness and 

non-governmental organization management. As 

a result, the organizational capacity of local 

NGOs working with youth improved, and the 

number of competitive applicants in the grants 

program are expected to increase. 

  



 

Natural Resources Community Committee 
Established  

 
Darien, Panama, April 23, 2010: Morti, one of the 

three communities in the Wargandi indigenous 

reserve, established its natural resources 

committee.  Key for forestry activity implementation, 

the committee will facilitate communication with 

community leaders. Other communities are 

expected to follow suit.  Based on field surveys and 

discussions with comarca communities, USAID’s 

Sustainable Community Forestry Activity in Darien 

will also focus on establishing market links and 

improving the production and commercialization of 

plantains and coffee. 

 
 
Youth Engaged in Interactive Website 
Design  
 
Panama, Panama, April 14, 2010: The 

Opportunities for Youth team conducted at the 

American Corner a workshop for youth and 

seven non-governmental organizations working 

in El Chorrillo. The workshop fostered a 

discussion on the design of an interactive 

website that will be developed through the 

Activity. The website will serve as an information 

repository, as well as a virtual meeting space for 

youth and organizations to connect and learn 

about opportunities. 

 
 
 

 
 
Indigenous Communities Showcased on 
Television 
 
Panama, Panama, March 15, 2010: The TV 

program, “Travel Panama”, showcased 

communities Embera Quera and Ella Drua, 

highlighting their cultural and socio-economic 

conditions, with the goal of increasing tourism.  

The program disseminated promotional materials 

produced by USAID’s Conservation of Biodiversity 

in the Panama Canal Watershed Activity.    



Excellent Results from Sustainable 
Cattle Ranching  
 
Chagres National Park, Panama, March 8, 

2010: Biodiversity and economic growth 

indicators were extremely positive for all 

Chagres National Park farms that adopted 

sustainable cattle ranching practices.  Pasture 

lands were thicker and broader, leading to 

improved production of meat and milk.  Planting 

live fencing along the borders of pastures 

allowed for better pasture management with 

more shade for livestock.  As a result of 

USAID’s Conservation of Biodiversity in the 

Panama Canal Watershed Activity, all farmers 

saw substantial improvement in the health, size 

and production of their herds.  Over 5,000 trees 

were planted, and 54 acres of forest corridors 

along rivers were reported as conserved. These 

were the results of a first-phase assessment 

conducted.  

 
 
 

Environmental and Cultural Program for 
Children 
 
Panama, Panama, February 26, 2010: To learn 

environmental values, dozens of school-aged 

children from several Gatuncillo River communities 

in the Panama Canal Watershed participated in an 

environmental and cultural program.  Consisting of 

theatrical and folkloric dances and sports activities, 

this program was a collaborative effort between 

USAID, the Panama Canal Authority, the Ministry 

of Education, the National Institute of Sports, the 

University of Panama, and the National Institute of 

Culture.  

 
 
  



 

Information Sharing Among Focus 
Groups 
 
Colon, Panama, February 5, 2010: USAID held 

in Colon the first of three focus group 

discussions under the Opportunities for Youth 

Activity.  The purpose of the focus groups is to 

give organizations working with youth, includ-

ing NGOs, governmental organizations, and the 

community police, the occasion to share 

information about activities supported and 

explore future opportunities for building alliances. 

These events promote better communication and 

collabora-tion. Two additional events are planned 

in El Chorrillo and San Miguelito. 
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